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15,972 POEMS RECEIVED FOR 10,000 POEMS PROJECT 
 

SALINAS, Calif., October 30, 2006 – “Contrary to public opinion, poetry is not anything confined to 
books in libraries or campuses; rather, poetry is within every individual, and everyone has access to 
the poetic spirit.” – Lawson Fusao Inada, 2005-06 Steinbeck Chair.    
 

One of the goals of this year's Steinbeck Chair program with poet and educator Lawson Fusao Inada 

was to collect 10,000 poems from students, community members and elders of all ages and 

backgrounds.  The total number received by the deadline was 15,972, with over 50% received in the 

last six weeks.  The goal was to encourage writing and the poetic voice within everyone.   Selected 

poems will be posted on line at the www.10000poems.com website later and published in the 

Homestead Review published by Hartnell College.   
 

“We had a huge influx of poems during the last few weeks. We’re thrilled that the response has been 

so strong and we hope that we helped new poets find their voice and a new means of expression,” 

said Kathleen Rose, Dean of Fine Arts of Hartnell College.  “It is a testament to the creative spirit.” 
  

Poems came in on a variety of topics ranging from vegetables, love, loss, and family, to spiders and 

sea otters.  All forms of poetry were accepted, in many genres, from all ages, and many countries. 
 

Hartnell College, The Western Stage and The National Steinbeck Center, Salinas Library and 

Partners for Peace named poet and author Lawson Fusao Inada as the Steinbeck Chair at Hartnell 

Community College and the National Steinbeck Center in fall of 2005.  Mr. Inada, the current poet 

laureate of Oregon, has participated in a variety of community activities in partnership with area 

schools, including the poetry group at Everett Alvarez High School, library events with Friends of the 

Salinas Public Library, the annual Steinbeck birthday celebration, the Steinbeck Festival and writing 

workshops.  
 

Inada’s final residency culminated on Sunday, October 29 with a dance and poetry performance at 

Hartnell College called “Existing without Barriers,” performed by the Antique Moving Company and 

Hartnell College students.   A celebration of the 10,000 Poems project and the Steinbeck Chair 

program was held immediately following the performance.  (more) 
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Lawson Fusao Inada is regarded by many as the poet laureate of Japanese America.   His works go 

far beyond poetry. He is a writer, editor, educator and musician.  A Professor of writing at Southern 

Oregon University, Mr. Inada has published extensively. He was the first Asian American to publish a 

collection of poems with a major New York publishing house. He has won two National Endowment 

for the Arts fellowships, and was one of twenty-one poets to be honored at the White House for a 

Salute to Poetry and American Poets. His second book of poetry, Legends from Camp, received the 

American Book Award.  His life and work are a testimony to the resiliency of the human spirit.  Inada 

has written extensively about his internment camp experience.  His documentary, What It Means to 

Be Free, captures life in the camps with actual film footage, accompanied by his poetry readings.  
 

The Steinbeck Chair program was established to act as a catalyst for community collaboration in 

support of literacy and scholarship in the Salinas Valley, in celebration of literature and the arts, and 

to foster pride in our community’s rich cultural heritage. 
 

The goals of the program are: 1) to inspire the residents of the Salinas Valley to support literacy and 

scholarship by bringing to light the works of a writer or artist who is recognized and dedicated to 

creative excellence, in the tradition of John Steinbeck; 2) To promote a community-wide celebration 

of literature and the arts by interweaving educational experiences with community events of popular 

appeal and 3) To foster pride in our rich cultural heritage by raising awareness of the achievements of 

a writer or artist whose work embodies our community’s history, values and aspirations.  For more 

information on the Steinbeck Chair, contact Kathleen Rose at Hartnell College, (831) 755-6905 or 

Amanda Holder, The National Steinbeck Center at 831/775-4725. 

 

The Steinbeck Chair project is supported in part by an award from the National Endowment for the 
Arts, which believes that a great nation deserves great art. Additional support comes from the 
Community Foundation for Monterey County, the Harden Foundation and the Hartnell Foundation. 
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